Grace- An Introduction


The Paradoxical Commandments were written by Kent Keith as part of the second chapter of his booklet, The Silent Revolution: Dynamic Leadership in the Student Council, published by Harvard Student Agencies in 1968. The booklet was written for high school student leaders. Kent was a 19 year old sophomore at Harvard.
1. People are illogical, unreasonable, and self-centered. Love them anyway. 

2. If you do good, people will accuse you of selfish ulterior motives. Do good anyway. 

3. If you are successful, you win false friends and true enemies. Succeed anyway. 

4. The good you do today will be forgotten tomorrow. Do good anyway. 

5. Honesty and frankness make you vulnerable. Be honest and frank anyway. 

6. The biggest men with the biggest ideas can be shot down by the smallest men with the smallest minds. Think big anyway. 

7. People favor underdogs, but follow only top dogs. Fight for a few underdogs anyway. 

8. What you spend years building may be destroyed overnight. Build anyway. 

9. People really need help but may attack you if you do help them. Help people anyway. 

10. Give the world the best you have and you'll get kicked in the teeth. Give the world the best you have anyway. 
Showing grace to others is the Christian equivalent of doing good anyway .WHAT IS GRACE?

Etymology- Fr<L gratius, from gratus- pleasing, or out of favor or kindness (gratis= __________?!)
OT- Gen 6.8; Gen 39.4; Ruth 2.10; 2 Sam 16.4; Esther 2.17

        Grace, in the OT, usually refers to ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​__________ granted by one in ​​​​​​​________________. 

NT- Greek word used is charis. It was used secularly to refer to anything that gives delight or favor, and eventually came to mean goodness extended to others, especially benevolence shown to inferiors (in the OT sense). In return, the recipient is usually thankful, which is also charis! Therefore, in the NT, charis is used to denote both the ​​​_________ of  ​​​___________ AND the recipient's reaction to it, ___________. 
     [Grace is] One of the distinctive features of the religion of the Bible. No other system of religious thought, past or present, contains an emphasis on divine grace comparable to that of the Bible.

As a general definition, the doctrine of grace pertains to God’s activity rather than to his nature. Although God is gracious, this trait of his nature is revealed only in relation to his created works and to his redemptive enterprise. In other words, grace is to be understood in terms of a dynamic expression of the divine personality rather than as a static attribute of God’s nature. Grace is the dimension of divine activity that enables God to confront human indifference and rebellion with an inexhaustible capacity to forgive and to bless. God is gracious in action. (Baker Encyclopedia of the Bible)
Undeserved acceptance and love received from another. Although the biblical words for “grace” are used in a variety of ways, the most characteristic use is to refer to an undeserved favor granted by a superior to an inferior. When used of divine grace toward mankind, it refers to the undeserved favor of God in providing salvation for those deserving condemnation. In the more specific Christian sense it speaks of the saving activity of God which is manifested in the gift of His Son to die in the place of sinners. (Holman Illustrated Bible Dictionary)
Luke 2.40- Grace of parents- Why?                                                              Grace >>> ______________
Development of the concept: (101 of 152 occurrences are in Paul)
· Grace is from God through Jesus Christ- 1 Cor 1.3-4; 1 Cor 15.10; 1 Cor 16.23; Gal 1.6
· “grace” also used in its secular sense, as favor- Gal 6.18; Eph 1.2; other salutations

· Grace is “free” (a tautology)- Eph 2.1-9  
· Justification is through grace- Rom 3.23-25; Gal 2.20-21
· Salvation is through grace- Rom 5.1-21; Heb 2.9-11
ABUSES

· Grace =/= license- Rom 6.1-18 (Rom 3.31); Jude 4
Amnesty (from the Greek ἀμνηστία amnestia, oblivion) is a legislative or executive act by which a state restores those who may have been guilty of an offense against it to the positions of innocent people. It includes more than pardon, in as much as it obliterates all legal remembrance of the offense. The word has the same root as amnesia.  … An amnesty may be extended when the authority decides that bringing citizens into compliance with a law is more important than punishing them for past offenses. Amnesty is often used to get people to turn in contraband, as in the case of China's gun restrictions, or the Kansas City ban on pit bulls … Amnesty can at times raise questions of justice. …   (Wikipedia- emphasis mine)
· “Grace” for self, not others- Luke 6.41-42; Rom 2.1; 2 Sam 12
· Grace = tolerance of sin- Matt 7.1-2, but John 7.24; 1 Cor 6.2-3, Mat 7.16-20
Conclusion:

“Forgiveness gives us the capacity to make a new start… and forgiveness is the grace by which you enable the other person to get up and get up with dignity, to begin anew… In the act of forgiveness we are declaring our faith in the future of a relationship and in the capacity of the wrongdoer to change.” Desmond Tutu
Ye therefore, beloved, seeing ye know these things before, beware lest ye also, being led away with the error of the wicked, fall from your own stedfastness. But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen. (2 Pet 3.17-18)
